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Association Meeting Minutes – May 30th 2017 

 

Neighborhood Business 

• Introductions 

o Introduction and what are you looking forward most this summer 

▪ Front porch living and kids for the win! 

• Approve April meeting minutes 

o Approved by voice vote 

o No ‘nays’ 

• Finance update – Ed Fenstermacher 

o Balance - $21k 

o Two beautification grants have been fully paid out, rest have been called for 

o Received the grants for the hanging baskets 

o Currently 45 paid memberships, 5 short of the goal of 50 

• Income Tax proposal - Ellen Cutter 

o Works for Greater Fort Wayne Inc. 

o Proposal by Fort Wayne to raise funds to improve alley ways, sidewalks, and riverfront redevelopment 

▪ 50/50 split between alleyway & sidewalks / riverfront redevelopment 

o Current taxes 

▪ 1% property tax 

▪ Income tax 1.35% 

• Allowed to be up to 3.75% 

• State average 1.59% 

o John Crawford has proposed to add .15% to the income tax, making it 1.5% 

▪ Would generate $13.5millions/year 

o Fort Wayne would receive $9.6million/year 

o Currently 70% of total city budget is used on public safety 

o Proposal will be presented to City Council June 27th 

▪ Geoff Paddock is WWPN’s representative 

o Vote July 11th 

o See attached for more information 

o Vote 

▪ To send a representative (Paul McComas) and/or letter in support of this tax proposal 

▪ Voice vote 

• All ‘ayes’ 

• No ‘Nays’ 
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• Security Concerns – Open Discussion 

o Please pitch in as much as possible during neighborhood cleanups, both during WWPN’s cleanups, and 

surrounding neighborhood events 

o Pete gave a recap of the recent shooting death on Creighton 

o Pete also implored the neighborhood to support neighbors who live next to nuisance properties, 

especially those who live on the corners of the neighborhood 

o Should WWPN find an attorney to represent the neighborhood against bad landlords? 

▪ Officers to discuss at the next Officer’s Meeting next week 

  

 

Presentation 

• The Courtyard - MaryClare Ackers 

o See attachments for more information on The Courtyard as well as information on volunteer 

opportunities 

o The Courtyard provides housing for homeless youth, or kids who have aged out of foster care 

o Organized and ran by SCAN 

o The Courtyard is always looking for volunteers! 

o Mission for the youth in the program: To become self-sufficient, to understand caring relationships, and 

to help move them to better housing 

o 30% of income covers rent, funds help cover the difference 

o Staffed from 9am to 2am 

o Community garden 

o 36 units 

▪ Always full.  Always a waiting list 

▪ ~30% turn over in units every year 

o The Courtyard is the only housing setup of its kind in the country 

o Newspaper did a profile recently 

o Fort Wayne Center for Nonviolence is currently doing a once a month class at The Courtyard 

o IHCDA also did an article 

o Vast majority of residents are from Allen County 

Closing 

• Dessert sign up 

• Ice Cream Social 2-4 pm on June 11 

• Reminder – Next WWPN Neighborhood Meeting is June 27  

o Speaker - Karpeles Manuscript Museum 

• Another Summer Bible School at the Hoffman’s Jul 18,19,20 




































