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Thank you to our 2019 newsletter sponsor:

@williamswoodlandpark

A Note from WWPN’s  
New President

I had a phone call from Peter Bolakowski the day before the 2019 
WWPNA election and he asked, ‘What are your plans for the 
neighborhood if you win President?’. I gave him a long answer, but 
I could have just skipped straight to the point by saying, “Don’t fix 
what ain’t broke”.  Following Lyndsay Sheets will be a tough act. She 
has done a phenomenal job leading our neighborhood for the last 
two years, where she continued to build off of and strengthen what 
previous neighbors had set in motion, as well as setting new goals for 
the neighborhood. My plan is to do the same. I do not aim to upend 
everything, but instead to continue to support and strengthen what 
has already been built (Holiday Home Tour, Fort 4 Fitness Festival, 
Home Improvement Grant, neighborhood cleanups, etc.), and to take 
advantage of new opportunities (Electric Works, rising interest in the 
’07, etc.). Williams Woodland Park is in exciting times, let’s all work 
together to harvest the energy that is before us to continue to make our 
neighborhood one of the premier neighborhoods of Fort Wayne.

Charlie Fritz
2512 S Harrison St
260-249-9817
cjfritz01@yahoo.com
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President: 
Charlie Fritz

I was actually born in El Paso, but having been in Fort 
Wayne since I was 3 months old, I consider myself a 
born and bred Hoosier (minus the born part). I went to 
Snider High School and graduated from Indiana Tech 
with a degree in Information Systems. I have worked IT 
at Fort Wayne Metals since 2007. Basically, you could 
say that I am all-in on Fort Wayne. That all-in attitude 
has extended to Williams Woodland. Nancy and I moved into the neighborhood 
as renters in 2013 (we got the keys to the house on Webster the day before our 
wedding!). We loved the neighborhood so much we bought a house here 3 years 
later. Other than a year when we were remodeling our current home on Harrison, 
we have been your neighbors for nearly 6 years, two of which I served as Secretary.

Vice President: 
Amy McComas

This 4th of July will mark 14 years I have lived in this 
neighborhood. (And I can hardly believe it!). I knew 
when I moved here that I wanted to live in this area 
because of the diversity, walkability, and historic 
homes. Little did I know that this neighborhood was 
so much more. In addition I found a community of 
problem-solvers, dreamers, helping hands, and the 
best of friends. It’s hard to convey to others what it’s 
like to feel comfortable talking to just about any neighbor (and I love the range 
of topics!), and to know that we watch out for each other and help each other 
out, and like to have fun together! So, if by some chance we have not met yet, 
I hope we get to connect soon—porch season is just around the corner and I 
would be glad for the opportunity to learn more about you and your hopes/
dreams/ideas for the neighborhood and our community. PS-my porch is the 
sweet little one on the brightest house in the neighborhood.

Secretary: 
Sarah Stegenga

Sarah Stegenga has lived in Williams Woodland 
Park Neighborhood since 2014.  She and her two 
children enjoy the unique, tight-knit, and welcoming 
community of neighbors; the revitalized historic 
homes; and the backdrop of old-growth trees, 
gardens, and plentiful songbirds.  Sarah came to 
Fort Wayne via California, Virginia, Rhode Island, and 
Florida.  She brings an appreciation for the rich character of downtown Fort 
Wayne and a dedication to the preservation of history as an integral part of the 
exciting future of this city.

When Sarah is not catching up with neighbors on her front porch, you will find 
her teaching English at Carroll High School, Purdue University Fort Wayne, and 
Trine University.

Treasurer: 
Lyndsay Sheets

Lyndsay Sheets lives on W Suttenfield with her 
longtime partner in crime, Raul Perez along with 
their two doggos Ruco and Dexter. They bought their 
home in 2012 and have spent many years lovingly (and 
sometimes begrudgingly!) restoring the home. After 
some renovations were finally completed and free 
time emerged, Lyndsay joined the WWPN Board as an 
at-large member, eventually holding the Presidency 
in 2017 and 2018. She has now transitioned to her role as Treasurer and helps run 
our social media pages. She is also actively involved in other ‘07 groups and will 
also serve as Secretary of the Packard Area Planning Alliance for the next two 
years. By day she works in Risk Management at CRST Specialized Transportation. 
She loves the area she lives in and even helped move her sister to Oakdale to 
spread that love. Some of her favorite things about the community are strolling 
thru Foster Park, being able to count her many neighbors as friends and walking 
to her favorite restaurants and bars from home. WWPN is a great place to be!

What Makes A Healthy 
Neighborhood, Healthy? 
It’s clear that some neighborhoods in Fort Wayne seem to be doing better 
than others when it comes to growth, development, and all the other metrics 
that we count as positives on the surface. It’s also clear that some areas of our 
town get labeled as unhealthy, dangerous, and stagnant. Public perception is 
powerful, but always seems to leave some key parts of the story out.  

cont. on p. 4



Time to pay your annual dues!
Anyone who has not yet paid their dues 
for this year can deliver or mail them 
to our Vice President, Amy McComas, 
at 314 W. Woodland Ave. Or better yet, 
come to our next Association meeting 
to drop them off in person.

As a reminder, your 2019 dues are for the 
year 2019—January through December 
2019—so the sooner you pay them, the 
more value you’ll get out of them. There 

are many benefits to being a member: 
it’s your link to city government, a great 
way to get to know your neighbors,  
and it gives you an official vote on  
important matters that can affect  
the neighborhood.

Dues are $25 per household  
(a pretty good deal for all we  
have to offer!).

Now available to pay dues online:
williamswoodlandpark.com/resources
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Our condolences to the entire Conklin family for the loss of 
Bruce’s mother, Doris. 

It makes me ask, “what makes a healthy neighborhood, healthy?”

After meeting homeowners in just about every neighborhood in Fort Wayne 
over the past 11 years at NeighborLink while trying to be active neighbors in this 
neighborhood, I’ve learned that in every neighborhood there are homeowners 
that care about their neighborhood just as much as any of us do.

NeighborLink was awarded a grant to perform a research project to answer 
this question. WWPN, Hoagland Masterson, West Central, North Highlands, 
and Pettit-Rudisill have been chosen to be researched. We’re combining 
quantitative data that looks at demographic and socio-economic indicators 
as well as qualitative data collected through upcoming workshops. At 
the end of the project, we will have a report that offers key indicators of 
health, a benchmark for a healthy neighborhood, and unique data for each 
neighborhood. Join us on 3.26 to learn more.
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